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A decadent lifestyle of  grossly  over-eating,  orgies,  all-night  gambling,  hunting,  going off  with 
gypsies and sleeping “like a dead man till two o'clock in the afternoon” while, contrastingly, an 
affectionate family man who loved to join in games with his children. In this biography, Count Ilya 
Tolstoy, one of the thirteen children born to the Tolstoys, provides a surprisingly frank insight into 
his father's personality, family life and his tormented life as a viveur and writer.
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